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Jammu celebrates birth...

particularly Yuva Rajputs for their fight," Raina told reporters.

Congress party
led by its working
president Raman
Bhalla also took
part in the cele-
brations and
asserted that it
was time for the
central govern-
ment to fulfil |
another demand |
of restoration of
Jammu and
Kashmir's state-
hood.

A group of dis-
placed Kashmir
Pandits took out a
rally in Muthi
area and raised
pro-Maharaja slogans. Similar celebrations were also held in Kathua, Samba,
Udhampur, Reasi, Doda, Kishtwar and Rajouri districts.

In Kathua, some public transporters offered free travel to passengers as a tribute
to the Maharaja.

Maharaja Hari Singh's vally.

Using drones to...

surfaced on the social media in the past, which have revealed the extent of sup-
port provided by the gadgetry in neutralising the ultras while reducing the security

forces' casualties.
Home Minister Amit...

their serutiny and the period for poll campaign, ete., these clearly indicate that
given the harsh winter in J&K that starts by the middle of December, the latest J&K
elections can be held in April-May 2023.

During his visit, the Union home minister will also co-chair top level security meet-
ings with the Lit. Governor Manoj Sinha.

These meetings are likely to focus on tackling terrorism in the Kashmir division
where despite official claims of 'residual militancy', intelligence agencies believe rad-
icalisation of local youth still continues.

Maharaja brought sea...

religions and races are equal. As a ruler, I have no religion; all religions are mine
and my religion is justice, " Azad added.

L] L] L]
India rapidly developing...

forest cover has increased and wetlands are also expanding rapidly", he added.

The Prime Minister remarked that today the world is joining India because of its
track record of fulfilling its commitments. "Lions, tigers, elephants, one-horned rhi-
nos and leopards have increased in numbers over the years. New excitement has
returned from the homecoming of Cheetah in Madhya Pradesh a few days ago", the
Prime Minister added.

Drawing everyone's attention to the net zero target for the year 2070, the Prime
Minister said that the focus of the country is on green growth and green jobs. He
stressed the need to maintain equilibrium with nature. He also highlighted the role
of the environment ministries of the states in achieving these goals. The Prime
Minister said, "T urge all environment ministers to promote a circular economy as
much as possible in the states." Shri Modi supplemented his statement by mention-
ing that it will significantly strengthen the Solid Waste Management campaign and
will free us from the clutches of single use plastic.

Continuing with the role of the environment ministries, the Prime Minister said
that this role should not be seen in a restricted manner. He lamented the fact that
for a long time the Environment Ministries got shaped more as a regulator.
However, the Prime Minister said, "I think that the role of the Environment
Ministry is more as a promoter of the environment rather than as a regulator." He
asked the states to own the measures like Vehicle Scrapping policy, and biofuel meas-
ures like ethanol blending and strengthen them on the ground. He asked for healthy
competition as well as collaboration among the states to promote these measures.

Throwing light on the groundwater issues, the Prime Minister said that the states
with abundant water are also facing water shortages nowadays. The Prime Minister
remarked that the challenges and measures like chemical-free natural farming,
Amrit Sarovar and water security, are not limited to the individual departments and
the environment department will also have to consider these as an equally pressing
challenge. "Tt is critical to work with a participative and integrated approach by the
environment ministries. When the vision of the environment ministries changes, 1

am sure, nature will also be benefitted."

‘While stressing that this work is not just limited to Information Department or
the Education Department, the Prime Minister said that public awareness is anoth-
er important aspect of protecting the environment. "As you all are well aware that
in the National Education Policy that has been implemented in the country, a lot of
emphasis has been laid on experienced-based learning”, Shri Modi added. The Prime
Minister remarked that this campaign should be led by the Ministry of
Environment. This will create awareness about biodiversity among the children and
will also plant the seeds of protecting the environment. "Children who live in our
coastal areas should also be taught how to protect the marine ecosystem. We have
to make our children, and future generations sensitive toward the environment", the
Prime Minister added. The universities and laboratories of our states should give
top priority to innovations related to environmental protection, following the mantra
of Jai Anusandhan. The Prime Minister also underlined the adoption of technology
in protecting the environment. "Study and research on the conditions of forests in
the forests are equally important", Shri Modi added.

Focussing on the alarming rate of forest fires in the western world, the Prime
Minister remarked that India's share in global emissions may be negligible due to
wildfire, but we have to stay alert at all times. The Prime Minister emphasised that
the forest fire fighting mechanism in every state should be technology driven and
robust. Shri Modi also stressed the training of our forest guards, should be given
special emphasis when it comes to forest fire fighting.

Pointing out the complications involved in getting environmental clearance, the
Prime Minister said that the development of modern infrastructure and efforts to
improve the standard of living of the countrymen is hindered. The Prime Minister
gave the example of Sardar Sarovar Dam which was initiated in 1961 by Pandit
Nehru. He pointed out that it took decades to complete its construction due to the
conspiracies carried out in the name of the environment. The Prime Minister also
identified the role of urban naxals in hindering the development of India by taking
crores of rupees from different global organizations and foundations. The Prime
Minister also pointed out the conspiracies of such people due to which the World
Bank had refused to give a loan to increase the height of the dam. "It took some time
to thwart these conspiracies, but the people of Gujarat came out victorious. The dam
was being described as a threat to the environment, and today the same dam has
become synonymous with protecting the environment", the Prime Minister added.
The Prime Minister also urged everyone to stay alert from such groups of urban
naxals in their respective states. The Prime Minister reiterated that more than 6000
proposals for environmental clearance and 6500 applications for forest clearance
are lying with the states. "Efforts should be made by the states to clear every prop-
er proposal soon. You can guess that due to this pendency, projects worth thousands
of crores of rupees will be stuck.", he added. The Prime Minister also emphasised
the need to bring about a change in the work environment so that the pendency goes
down and clearance is expedited. The Prime Minister further added that in giving
environmental clearance, we also take care of the rules and give priority to the devel-
opment of the people of that area. "It is a win-win situation for both the economy
and ecology", he said. "It should be our endeavour that by raising the name of the
environment unnecessarily, no obstacle should be allowed to be created in the quest
of Ease of Living and Ease of Doing Business. We have to remember that the faster
the environment clearance is available, the faster the development will also take
place."

The Prime Minister gave the example of the Pragati Maidan Tunnel in Delhi that
was dedicated to the nation a few weeks ago. "Due to this tunnel, the trouble of the
people of Delhi getting stuck in the jam has reduced. Pragati Maidan Tunnel will
also help in saving more than 55 lakh litres of fuel every year", he added. This will
reduce carbon emissions by about 13 thousand tonnes every year which is equiva-
lent to more than 6 lakh trees, according to experts. "Be it flyovers, roads, express-
ways, or railway projects, their construction helps in reducing carbon emissions
equally. At the time of clearance, we should not ignore this angle" Shri Modi said.

The Prime Minister emphasised the use of the Parivesh Portal, a single-window
mode for all types of clearances related to the environment while stressing its trans-
parency and efficacy in reducing the rush for getting approvals. "Where environ-
ment clearance used to take more than 600 days 8 years ago, it takes 75 days today",
the Prime Minister added.

The Prime Minister pointed out that the coordination in infrastructure projects
has escalated while many projects have gained momentum since the implementation
of PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan. The PM Gati Shakti National Master
Plan is also a great tool for protecting the environment. He also stressed the need
for disaster-resilient infrastructure. Shri Modi said that we have to make good use
of every emerging sector of the economy while facing the challenges related to cli-
mate change. "Both the central and the state government together have to move
towards a green industrial economy”, the Prime Minister added.

In concluding his address the Prime Minister said that the Ministry of
Environment is not just a regulatory body but also a great medium for economic
empowerment of the people and creating new means of employment. "You will find
a lot to learn, see and do in Ekta Nagar. Sardar Sarovar Dam, which gives Amrit to
crores of people of Gujarat, is present here itself," he added, "Such a huge statue of
Sardar Saheb inspires us to stick to the pledge of unity."

Pointing out the learning opportunities in Kevadiya, Ekta Nagar, the Prime
Minister remarked that solutions to issues like the simultaneous development of

ecology and economy, strengthening of the environment and creation of new employ-
ment opportunities, bio-diversity being a medium to increase eco-tourism, and how
the wealth of the forest goes up with the wealth of our tribal brothers and sisters can
be addressed here.

Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Bhupendra Patel and Union Minister of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Bhupendra Yadav were those pres-
ent on the occasion.

4 of family...

due to drowning in Ramnagar tehsil of Udhampur is extremely heartbreaking. In
this time of grief, my thoughts are with the bereaved families. Directed district
administration to provide all necessary assistance to the families" .G Manoj Sinha
wrote on tweeter.

Indian concept of..

of nationalism since ancient times and "for us different languages and different
modes of worshipping god is natural. This land not only gives food and water but
also gives values. That is why we call it Bharat Mata."

Presiding over the programme, Nripendra Misra, chairman of the Ayodhya Ram
Temple construction committee and former principal secretary to the prime minis-
ter, said the Sankalp Foundation is encouraging promising and needy students and
assisting them in their studies for 36 years,.

The foundation is an RSS-backed training academy for UPSC aspirants. RSS
joint general secretary Krishna Gopal is one of the mentors at the institute.

PFI got ‘concealed’...

abroad "are remitted to India through hawala/underground channels and through
remittances sent to the accounts of members/activists/office bearers of PFI/CFT and
other related organisations."

The agency said the funds received from abroad are "concealed" from government
agencies and compliance for collection of such funds and donations was not done by
PF1 as they are not a registered entity under the Foreign Contribution Regulation
Act (FCRA). It alleged Payeth, who was earlier based in Qatar, allegedly undertook
the same modus operandi and transferred funds from abroad to his NRI account in
India and later made funds transfer to PFI member Rauf Sherif (Rs 21 lakh) and
Rs 16 lakh to a linked organisation called the Rehab India Foundation (RIF).

Payeth's premises in Kerala's Kannur district were raided by the ED in December
last year and he was also questioned by the agency as part of summons issued to him
earlier.

‘While PFI treasurer P Koya told the agency earlier that they have never received
foreign funds and the organisation has no policy to get donations from abroad, the
ED seized documents in 2020 that showed that the PFI has been "raising and col-
lecting substantial funds from abroad in a well organised and structured manner."

The PFI, after Thursday's swoop of the agencies, had said the claims of the probe
agencies against it were "baseless and sensationalist and were solely aimed at creat-
ing an atmosphere of terror."

The ED has been investigating the PFT's alleged "financial links" on charges of
fuelling the anti-Citizenship (Amendment) Act protests, the Delhi riots of February,
2020, and the "conspiracy” in the alleged gangrape and death of a Dalit woman in
Uttar Pradesh's Hathras and a few other instances.

It said the PFI and its related entities got more than Rs 120 crore funds, largely
in cash, over the years.

The organisation was formed in 2006 in Kerala and is headquartered in Delhi. The
ED has filed two chargesheets against PFT and its office bearers before a special
PMLA court in Lucknow.

In February last year, the ED has filed its first chargesheet against the PFI and
its student wing Campus Front of India (CFI) on money laundering charges claim-
ing its members wanted to "incite communal riots and spread terror" in the after-
math of the alleged Hathras gang rape case of 2020.

Time extension to..

investigation.

Setting aside the verdicts of the high eourt and the trial court, it said, The exten-
sion of time is not an empty formality. The Public Prosecutor has to apply his mind
before he submits a report/ an application for extension.

It allowed the plea of one Jigar alias Jimmy Pravinchandra and other co-accused
in criminal cases lodged with Jamnagar City A' Division Police Station in Gujarat
for offences under the Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised Crime Act.

The FIR was registered on October 15, 2020 and the accused were arrested on dif-
ferent dates.

Reports were submitted by the Public Prosecutor seeking extension of time up to
180 days to complete the investigation and the prayer for extending the time up to
180 days was allowed by the special court on the very day on which the applications
were filed. The order was upheld by the high court disregarding the claim that it was
passed behind the back of the jailed accused.

The orders passed by the special court of extending the period of investigations are
rendered illegal on account of the failure of the respondents to produce the accused
before the special court either physically or virtually when the prayer for grant of
extension made by the Public Prosecutor was considered, it held.

Be addicted to hard-work,
duty to parents: YSYB
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UDHAMPUR: Continuing the series of programs on Nasha-
Mukt Jammu ore Kashmir for Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan
in the Amrit Kaal celebrations for Fit India, the Yuva Soch
Yuva Bharat (YSYB) IKAI, an Initiative of the students of
GDC Udhampur under the Patronage of Principal Dr.

production more than expectation in Valley

= SHAKEELA ANDRABI

SRINAGAR: It is a fact that
J&K is getting poor with every
passing day in terms of agri-
culture land as more than 80

3,89,000 hectares in 2019.
According to the Union
Agriculture Ministry's census
data, the average holding size
has dropped from 0.62

same is happening in Jammu
region too, as housing colonies
and commercial complexes are
emerging on agricultural land.

But, despite these depressed

Despite shrinking agricultural land, food grain Veterans playing significant role in
nation-building: Dr Nirmal Singh
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SAMBA: In continuation of

of Ex-Servicemen, their
families, people from the

Maharaja Hari Singh on
his birth anniversary, high-

Romesh Kumar Gupta and teacher-mentorship of Dr. Pankaj
Sharma, Dr. Ajay Sharma and other staff of the college, pre-
sented a dogri Nukkad Play titled Aao Chalche Nashe Shaa
Duur. The play was held in the Conference hall of the college.

Speaking on the occasion, the patron, Principal Dr. Romesh
Kumar Gupta congratulated the YSYB Team and their men-
tors for their die-hard efforts for the social cause/s particular-
ly the Bigul against the menace of Drug-abuse, and the way
they are spreading it through the street plays and other medi-
ums. Prior to this the Yuva Saathis of YSYB presented the
play with the eentral theme of Plight of youth on wrong track
of taking drugs and intoxicants that leads to death, financial
loss and legal proceedings. The acting was so immersing and
mesmerising that the Principal, staff and all audience present
was spell-bound.The lead roles were played by the YSYB
members viz.Vishal Rai Roudhan, Amandeep Singh,
Antriksha, Marshal Singh, Rahul, Sunali jamwal, Sumeeta,
Shaziya, Aayush, Vishakha, Harpal and Kanav.

Pertinent to mention that as a part of college outreach and
extension programs the Yuva Soch Yuva Bharat Ikai is doing
awareness drives in the areas like Udhampur, Tikri, Pancheri,
Jib-Thathi, Garhi and sorroundings very actively. They have
also done and have planned to do programmmes in collabora-
tion with Udhampur Municipal Council, JK Public School,
Udhampur, GCW Udhampur, Bhaskar Degree College, other
schools and colleges as well as Govt. Departments and NGOs
of Udhampur. The programme was attended by a number of
staff members and students. Dr. Pankaj Sharma tendered

vote of thanks on the occasion.

per cent of agricultural land in
south Kashmir has been con-
verted for horticulture pur-
pose. In a worrying trend, over
78,000 hectares of agricultur-
al land has been converted for
non-farm activities in Kashmir
division during last more than
six years. With housing
colonies, commercial complex-
es cropping up on agricultural
land, experts believe that in
near future, there will be hard-
ly any land left for agriculture
purposes in Kashmir.

As per figures, conversion of
an estimated 78,000 hectares
(which is equivalent to 15.4
lakh kanals) of farm land in
Kashmir has taken place from
2015, which clearly indicate
that there might be such diffi-
culties in coming years.
According to data, total land
under paddy cultivation is
1,34,067 hectares. The con-
version of farmland to non-
farm purposes is not restricted
to the Kashmir region but

figures, Director Agriculture
Kashmir Chowdhary
Mohammad  Igbal  told
STATE TIMES correspon-
dent, "Although agriculture
land is shrinking, we are trying
to get quality and good quanti-
ty of food grains. This year
farmers got a bumper crop
after 15 years. We are very
happy and satisfied that with
our continuous efforts, agri-
culture land is becoming more
productive and fertile."

He further said, "As Director
Agriculture department, I will
admit that conversion of farm
lands is happening across
Kashmir which is a cause of
concern not only for the
Government but for locals as
well. We can make houses at
any place, even in mountains,
but agricultural land is limit-
ed."

According to recent data,
Kashmir had  4,67,700
hectares of agricultural land in
2015 which has shrunk to

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya hosts cluster
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JAMMU: Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya Nardi Bala Jammu
2 hosted the cluster level
Science Exhibition. The pro-
gram began with seminar
competition wherein students
from different JNVs gave
presentations on the topic:
Scientific Academic Institutes
of India. Students displayed
their spoken skills and confi-
dence through the seminar.
Anil Kumar TGT Maths,
introduced the judges and
welcomed the Principal,
teachers and the participants.

The judges for the Hindi pre-
sentations were MK Dutt,
vice Principal and Pragya
Sharma whereas for English,
the judges were Mr. Raj

Mohammad, Anshul and
Sangeeta Nathaniel. The
Cluster level Science

Exhibition started at 4:00
PM in the Vidyalaya's
Academic Block. Students
from different JNVs dis-
played their well - prepared
models and exhibited their
innovative skills. The topics
were related to various
themes such as Efficiency in

level science exhibition

Transport, Technology,
Environment, Health and
cleanliness, Effects of pollu-
tion and global warming ete.
The experts invited to judge
the exhibition were Bodhi
Raj, Kuldeep Singh,
Dushyant Manhas, Zorabar
Singh and Dinanath Sharma
from GGHSS Akhnoor;
Pawan Kumar and Raj
Mohammad from HSS Nardi
Bala; Vinod Sharma and
Askok Kumar from HSS
Boys Akhnoor:

The second day of the event
witnessed the closing ceremo-

ny and Prize distribution. The
programme commenced with
the arrival of the Chief guest
Dr. Gurdeep Singh, Principal
Kendriya vidyalaya 2. The
cultural program, conducted
by Anil Kumar TGT Maths,
began with the lighting of the
lamp by the Chief guest,
Principal Aabha Gupta, Vice
Principal and other teachers.
Thereafter the children sang
a melodious welcome song fol-
lowed by a vibrant Dogri
dance. Later, prizes were dis-
tributed to the winners of
exhibition and seminars.

hectares per person to 0.59
hectares between 2011 and
2016.

According to revenue offi-
cials, the conversion of agricul-
tural lands is oceurring
throughout Kashmir, which is
a cause of major concern not
just for the government but
also for communities.

Earlier, Economic Survey
report had also highlighted
that unabated conversion of
agricultural land in Jammu
and Kashmir for non-agricul-
ture purposes was making 60
per cent of J&K population
poorer. Experts are very con-
cerned and cautioned that con-
version of agricultural land
was taking place in both rural
and urban Kashmir, raising
alarm bells. In April 2012,
J&K High Court had also
passed directions against mis-
use of agricultural land, on a
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) filed by a non-govern-
mental organization.

Rashriya Rifles organises
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NOWSHERA: Kalal
Rashtriya Rifles under the
aegis of HQ 14sector R R
organised Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan event at Kalal and
Deeing village on 23 Sep 22
with an aim to generate aware-
ness about cleanliness and to
instill a sense of responsibility
among the youth and locals to
keep the environment neat and
clean. A total of 35 civilian of
Kalal and Deeing village
attended the cleanliness drive
as part of Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan. Local populace of the
village took part in the initia-
tive organised by the Army

celebration  of  'Sewa villages including Vijaypur, lighted his achievements
Pakhwada' from 17th Ramgarh, Nandpur, RS and contributions towards
September 2022 to 2nd Pura and other border bringing greater transfor-
October 2022 being organ-  areas. mation in J&K.

ised by the BJP through
various events, the BJP
Ex-servicemen Cell J&K
held a mega event at
Village Nandpur of District
Samba here today.

The main aim of this
event in which Dr Nirmal
Singh, Ex Dy CM was the
Chief Guest and Brig Vijay
Dheman, (Retd) was the
Guest of Honour, was to
remember our gallant sol-
diers of border areas who
made the supreme sacrifice
in protecting the Nation.
Dr  Davinder Kumar
Manyal, former Health
Minister; Rakesh Mahajan,
Incharge All Cells BJP
J&K; Ved Sharma, Co
Convener All Cells and
Amar  Singh, District
President Samba, DGPC
Chairman were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

The event witnessed the
presence of a large number

The function commenced
with Col Gurbaksh Singh
(Retd) Convener of Ex-
Servicemen Cell delivering
the welcome address fol-
lowed by singing of patriot-
ic songs by the children of
Hr. Sec. School Nandpur.
Thereafter, Col Roshan Lal
Gangal (Retd) highlighted
various issues faced by Ex-
Servicemen in their day to
day life.

Dr Nirmal Singh, Ex Dy
CM, Chief Guest while
addressing the gathering,
highlighted the role and
importance of veterans in
Nation building and their
significant contribution for
the same. He assured the
gathering that the points
highlighted by them during
the interaction during the
event shall be addressed on
priority.

Dr Nirmal Singh, while
paying rich tributes to

&
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Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
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Army Jawans along with youth during the programme.

with full zeal and zest. The
cleanliness drive started under
the guidance of Shri Ramesh
Chander Sarpanch Kalal vil-
lage and Army from 1000h
onwards.

The initiative taken by the

Army was appreciated by the
locals. The continued and
relentless efforts of army
towards the conduect of such
events has helped in establish-
ing a good rapport between the
Army and people.

Dr Davinder Kumar
Manyal; former Health
Minister said that there is
involving oneself in the
selfless service of people is
the best way to celebrate
PM's birthday during 'Seva
Pakhwada'. He mentioned
that since the BJP Govt
has come to power there is
complete silence on the bor-
der of J and K.

Rakesh Mahajan
Incharge All Cells BJP
J&K in his address reiter-
ated PM Narendra Modi's
commitment towards the
Defence personnel and
their families who are the
saviours of the nation and
its people. He commitment
for the Jawans besides
respecting their values in
the heart of his hearts. He
also highlighted the role of
Veer Jawans as well as Veer
Naris in the nation build-
ing. Ved Sharma, Co
Convener All Cells in his
address on the occasion
highlighted the aims and
objectives behind celebrat-
ing the 'Sewa Pakhwada'.

Veer Naris were then hon-
oured and Gallantry Award
winners were felicitated by
him. Arti Kaur, wife of Col
Gurbaksh Singh, interact-
ed with the Veer Naris to
know their feelings,
empathize with them and
to further address their
problems in the future. Arti
Kaur and Col Gurbaksh
Singh were compares of
this event. The event was
concluded by expressing a
vote of thanks by Col
Satnam Singh (Retd), Co-
Convener of Ex-Servicemen

Cell.



