
13Friday September 9, 2022

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Higher
Education Department will
shortly sign Memoranda of
Understanding with the IIM
and IIT at Jammu to collab-
orate and coordinate
research, teaching and other
curricular activities. This
was stated by the Principal
Secretary Higher Education,
Rohit Kansal at the sidelines
of the valedictory function of
the three day orientation pro-
gram, organized by Indian
Institute of Management
(IIM), for second batch of
IPM. He was the chief guest
at the valedictory ceremony
of the event on Thursday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Kansal congratulated the
batch for getting into IIM
Jammu and wished them the
best for their wonderful jour-
ney ahead. He highlighted
that the importance of edu-
cation was not only to learn
skills and get employment
but to acquire virtues too and
lead a good, moral and
responsible life.

He exhorted the students to
become good human beings
during their course of profes-

sional journey and serve the
society and leave indelible
marks in their chosen fields
and also become assets to the
Nation. He also emphasized
the significance of punctuali-
ty and discipline in student
life as these two qualities
only can ensure their overall
personality development.
Only well disciplined and civ-
ilized students can lead the
society towards a flourishing
and progressive world.

He added that 'we must
adopt high ethos as an inte-
gral part of our daily lives
apart from focussing on
studies. We must also con-
tribute towards promotion
and propagation of our
incredible cultural legacy

during our education period',
he maintained.

Kansal also shared his own
experiences during his man-
agement education with the
participants

The valedictory session of
the orientation program
began with the program sum-
mary by Dr. Kapil Manohar
Gumte, Chairperson IPM,
IIM Jammu. It was followed
by brief orientation remarks
by Professor Jabir Ali, Dean
Academics, IIM Jammu who
welcomed the incoming batch
to the IIM Jammu family
and urged upon them to
take responsibility and con-
tribute towards IIM Jammu
family.Professor B.S.
Sahay, Director IIM

Jammu, provided a detailed
insight into the expectations
of the students towards the
course and the Institute
through his speech. He
advised the students to
make the best out of the
course, and the faculty
being provided to them. He
urged the students to enjoy
their study and their sports
while on the ground. He also
provided an interesting
overview of his life and
quoted real-life experiences
from his past. Further, he
encouraged the batch to
remain inquisitive and to
enjoy their life and study by
consistently working with a
purpose in life.

The IPM is a five year

Integrated Programme,
selections to which are made
by the IIM through a highly
competitive national exami-
nation. The present orienta-
tion session was a three day
programme to introduce the
incoming students to vari-
ous facets of the course, the
programme, the institute
and other details. A number
of sessions were organized
as part of the programme.

These included talks by
various invitees including
Avny Lavasa, DC Jammu
and a conference by
Rashmeet Kaur, District
Youth Officer, Ministry of
Youth Affairs & Sports, who
is also an Alumnus of IIM
Jammu. A number of
inbound and outbound activ-
ities for students were facili-
tated by faculty members
from the OB and HR area.
The activities showcased the
importance of teamwork and
team coordination. The pro-
gramme concluded with an
exclusive session of yoga and
meditation by Shri Gautam
Verma conducted under the
program 'Maximize happi-
ness and Mindfulness'.

STATE TIMES NEWS
LEH: The Union Minister of
Ayush and Ports, Shipping &
Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal laid the foundation
stone of the new complex of
National Institute of Sowa
Rigpa (NISR) at Saboo
Thang area in Leh.

The new infrastructure of
NISR will unlock the huge
potential that Sowa Rigpa
has to offer in the country.
This will also provide a much-
needed modern platform for
propagating this rich India
medicinal heritage from the
Himalayas. 

The new complex will be
developed in an area of 120
kanal by the Ladakh
Autonomous Hill
Development Council
(LAHDC) and will act as the
premier centre of Sowa Rigpa
in the country. To be built at
a cost of Rs 25 crore in the
first phase, the revamped

NISR complex will be further
developed with hospital block,
hostels, staff quarters etc.

This planned investment
along with eventual boost to
the faculty strength at NISR
is aimed at developing this
institute as a Centre of
Excellence to Sowa Rigpa
locally, nationally and global-
ly. The academic block is
scheduled to be completed by

2023.
The Ministry of Ayush is

also supporting NISR to set
up a Herbal Medicinal
Garden spread across an area
of 10 hectares. This will not
only help conserve valued
medicinal plant from the
trans Himalayan region but
also help in research for fur-
ther usage in treating human
ailments.

HED to sign MoUs with IIT, IIM Jammu: Kansal

Principal Secretary Higher Education, Rohit Kansal speaking at a function in IIM Jammu.  

Union Minister Sonowal lays foundation
stone of National Institute of Sowa Rigpa

A dignitary presenting gift to Union Minister 
Sarbananda  Sonowal.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Deputy
Commissioner Jammu,
Avny Lavasa, on Thursday
convened a meeting of offi-
cers of different depart-
ments and representatives
of religious organisations to
review the arrangements
for smooth celebration of
Navratri and Dussehra fes-
tival in the district.

Commissioner JMC Rahul
Yadav; ADC L&O, Minga
Sherpa; ADC, Satish
Sharma; ACR, Piyush
Dhotra, besides senior offi-
cers from Police, Security,
Tourism, Traffic, Jal
Shakti, PDD, Health along
with representatives from
religious organization were
present in the meeting.

At the outset, the religious
organizations informed the
Chair regarding certain
issues. The representatives
demanded adequate provi-
sion for sanitation, uninter-
rupted electricity, ensuring
of regular and safe drinking
water, security arrange-
ments, traffic management,
adequate stocks of ration,
check on the rates and qual-
ity of food items, repair of
street lights, parking, road
connectivity, mobile toilets,

medical facilities etc.
Regarding cleanliness, the

DC asked the
Commissioner JMC to
maintain cleanliness and
also install dustbins and
mobile toilets around the
temples. The Police author-
ities were asked to make
adequate security arrange-
ments during the festival,
while the PHE Department
was asked to ensure unin-
terrupted water supply and
the Power Department was
asked to make proper light-
ing arrangements in addi-
tion to uninterrupted power
supply throughout the festi-
val.

The Deputy
Commissioner directed the
Traffic authorities to
ensure proper management
of traffic during the event
and place proper sign-

boards for the convenience
of the devotees. 

She asked the Food Civil

Supplies and Consumer
Affairs authorities to keep a
check on the rates and qual-

ity of food items being sold
during the festival.

The Health Department
was directed to keep suffi-
cient provision for medicare
facilities and medical staff
around temple premises.

The Deputy
Commissioner called for
interdepartmental coordi-
nation and impressed upon
functionaries to put in place
all necessary arrangements
well in time for the smooth
celebration of the festival.

DC Jammu reviews arrangements for Navratras, Dussehra festival

DC Jammu, Avny Lavasa chairing a meeting at Jammu on Thursday. 
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KATRA: Divisional Commissioner Jammu, Ramesh Kumar
on Thursday reviewed the arrangements for smooth conduct
of annual Navratra festival in Katra here at a meeting of
concerned officers.

The meeting was informed that the nine day festival would
commence on September 26, 2022 and culminate on October
4, 2022. The inaugural function of the festival has been pro-
posed to be held at Yog Ashram Ground Katra followed by
Shobha Yatra and a grand event showcasing the culture and
heritage of Jammu and Kashmir and India as a whole.

The Director Tourism presented a detailed report on the
programmes scheduled and the activities to be held during
the festival and preparations being put in place for the same.
Threadbare discussions were held on each activity/event,
while seeking suggestions from the stakeholders.

The Div Com also reviewed in detail the arrangements for
congregational programmes like 'Prabhat Pheris', 'Mata ki
Kahani' recitation, Devotional Song Competition, Dangal
and other cultural items.  It was informed that the tourism
department has decided to introduce the Gharwa Night
event to add diverse dimensions to the religious cum cultur-
al event.

It was informed that the Mata Kahani show will be held
twice a day. This year Ram Leela will also be presented daily
at Government Higher Secondary School Katra from 6 PM
to 8 PM. Several other events have been proposed to be held
during the festival days, including All India Devotional song
performance, Bhagwat Katha, folk festival, Hasya Vyang,
Wrestling Competition and variety cultural programmes.

The Div Com also stressed on enhancing the festive
ambiance of the event and directed the Tourism Department
and Municipal Committee Katra to erect Gateways and orna-
mental illuminations at Katra to Domel, main road Katra,
bus stand Katra, Raghunath Bazar and other prominent
locations. The Div Com directed the concerned officers to put
in place all necessary arrangements and work in a well coor-
dinated manner to make preparations well in advance.

Among others, CEO SMVD Shrine Board, Anshul Garg;
DIG Udhampur-Reasi Mohammad Suleman; Director
Tourism Vivekanand Rai; DC Reasi, Babila Rakwal; Joint
Director Information, Sapna Kotwal senior officers of police
and civil administration, representatives of different religious
organizations, besides elected members of Katra Municipal
Committee, Presidents of Market associations and other emi-
nent citizens among others were also present at the meeting.

Nine-day Navratra festival to
commence on Sept 26 at Katra 

Div Com Jammu, Ramesh Kumar chairing a review meeting. 


