
Sunday September 15, 202412

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The J&K Academy
of Art, Culture, and
Languages (JKAACL) on
Saturday organized the 'Hindi
Diwas' at Abhinav Theatre,
Jammu. The full-day event,
dedicated to the promotion
and preservation of the Hindi
language, featured engaging
activities including debates
and poetry recitations, with
enthusiastic participation
from students across the
region.

Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo,
Chief Guest on the occasion,
underlined the significance of
Hindi as a unifying language
and a symbol of India's cultur-
al heritage. He highlighted the
importance of the younger
generation maintaining a
strong connection to their lin-
guistic roots, stating, "Hindi is
more than just a language; it
is the essence of our rich cul-
tural identity and plays a vital
role in strengthening national
unity." Principal Secretary, Culture, Suresh Kumar Gupta, appre- ciated the efforts of JKAACL

in organizing the event and
encouraged students to
explore the richness of Hindi
literature. "Programs like
these cultivate a love for the
language and foster future
poets, writers, and scholars,"
he remarked.

Deepika Sharma, Secretary,
Department of Culture, was
also present on the occasion,
adding to the significance of
the event. Academic excellence
in Hindi was celebrated with
honors bestowed on student
achievers Sonali Thakur, Gold
Medalist in M.A. Hindi
(Session 2022-24) from
Jammu University, Tanu
Choudhary, a graduate of

Govt College for Women,
Gandhi Nagar, and Kashish
Kaila, who achieved a perfect
score in Hindi in her 12th
class exams, were felicitated
by Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo for their outstanding
achievements in the subject.

Prominent scholars, Prof.
Ashok Kumar, Dr.Parshottam
Kumar Associate Professor,
Hindi Department, and
Dr.Bhagwati Devi Assistant
Professor, Hindi Department
presented insightful papers on
the importance and globaliza-
tion of Hindi.

Around 30 students from
various schools and colleges
participated in the poetry and

debate competitions. 
The event's standout per-

formers were awarded certifi-
cates and prizes in recognition
of their excellence. The judg-
ing panel, comprising Khema
Koul, Sham Bihari Juneja,
and Suman Sharma, com-
mended the participants for
their impressive performanc-
es.

Suresh Kumar Gupta dis-
tributed certificates to the
winners, congratulating them
on their achievements. 

The event concluded with a
renewed commitment to pro-
moting Hindi and other
regional languages as part of
JKAACL's cultural mission.
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CS participates in 'Hindi Diwas' organized by JKAACL

Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo speaking during 'Hindi Diwas' celebration at Abhinav Theatre, Jammu. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: J&K AIDS
Control Society (JKACS),
H&ME Department on
Saturday organized a five
kilometer run for generating
awareness on HIV/AIDS
and related issues here in
Jammu University.

The UT Level Red Run
Activity - 2024 was organ-
ised in collaboration with the
Directorate of Sports &
Physical Education,
University of Jammu for
College and University level
students with a special focus
on the topic "Youth for
HIV/AIDS awareness". The
event was organized as part
of the two months long
Intensified IEC Campaign
launched on 12th August
2024.    

The activity started with
the flagging off of 2 KMs on
road walkathon activity
inside the university campus
by the Chief Guest  Dr.
Abdul Rouf Bhat, Project
Director, JKACS in pres-
ence of Guest of Honour,
Prof. Anju Bhasin, Dean,
Academic Affairs,
University of Jammu, Dr.
S.P. Sarswat, Nodal

Principal, Colleges of
Jammu Division, Dr. Manu
Bhatnagar, Additional
Director /I/c CST, JKACS,
Madan Lal, Deputy
Director (Finance) and Dr.
Monika Wali, M.O. / I/c IEC,
JKACS alongwith other offi-
cials from the collaborating
departments.

The whole event was
planned with the support
provided by Daud Iqbal
Baba, Director, Directorate
of Sports & Physical
Education, University of
Jammu. More than two hun-
dred Students (Members of
Red Ribbon Clubs) from dif-
ferent colleges took part in
the walkathon. The
walkathon was followed by a
5 KMs Red Run Activity on
the athletic track under the
supervision of technical staff
of University of Jammu in
which around hundred stu-
dents including boys and
girls from different colleges
participated.

The winners of the Red
Run were awarded by the
Chief Guest alongwith other
dignitaries present on the
stage. First position was
bagged by Parul Sharma in

women's and Raman in
men's category respectively
both from university of
Jammu. The winners from
J&K will participate in the
national level running com-
petition to be organized by
NACO in the coming

months.
Later a felicitation func-

tion was held in which
mementoes were presented
to the dignitaries, nodal offi-
cers of the Red Ribbon
Clubs and other concerned
officials of the participating

departments.
Anchoring of the program

was done by   Lakhshika
Jamwal and Yamneesh
Thakur students from
Sports and Physical
Education Department,
University of Jammu.
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5 Km Red Run organised for HIV/IDS awareness

Dr. Abdul Rouf Bhat, Project Director, JKACS flagging off
UT Level Red Run. 
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SRINAGAR: With an aim to
have the first-hand account of
the preservation and conserva-
tion works being executed by
the Department of Archives,
Archeology and Museums
(AAM), Director, AAM,
Kuldeep Krishan Sidha on
Saturday inspected the ongo-
ing works in Tangmarg and
Gulmarg, areas of  Baramulla
district. The Director was
accompanied by Engineers of
R&B Department, Assistant
Director AAM, Kashmir and
other concerned officers.

The Director, during his
visit, inspected works like
preservation and restoration
of Ancient Temple and Watch
Tower at Ferozpur, Drung,
Tangmarg; restoration of
Ancient Mosque at Hajibal,
Tangmarg and improvement
and restoration work of St.
Mary Church at Gulmarg.

On the occasion, Sidha
expressed concern towards the
framing of DPRs/Work esti-
mates without any technical
guidance of any Specialized
Agency which is involved in
Preservation and Restoration

of Ancient Monuments and
Heritage Buildings and Sites.

While tallying the compo-
nents of works being executed
and the actual execution on
ground, the Director raised
serious questions towards
unrealistic and false estima-
tion of the works being carried
out with more than higher
costs.  

On spot directions were
issued to  Engineers of R&B
Department and AD, AAM,
Kashmir to avoid such viola-
tions and ensure transparent
monitoring of  works being
executed by the department.

The Director cautioned the
Field officers as well as the
Executing Agencies to remain
cautious with their approach
and conduct as there shall be
no compromise on mainte-
nance of financial discipline
and  objective of the depart-
ment.

The local residents at
Hajibal while appreciating the
effort and steps being taken by
the Director, AAM also
emphasized upon restoring
Heritage buildings to their
original glory.

Sidha inspects progress of ongoing
works being executed by AAM  Dept

Director AAM, K.K Sidha inspecting ongoing works 
in Tangmarg.
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