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KUPWARA: In a spirited
effort to boost voter participa-
tion in upcoming Assembly
Elections 2024, on the direc-
tions of District Election
Officer, Kupwara, Ayushi
Sudan, a series of vibrant voter
awareness programmes at
Teetwaal ( LoC)   and Tangdar
as part of the Systematic Voters
Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) initia-
tive were held on Wednesday.

The mega events witnessed
huge participation of first time
voters, field functionaries, sen-
ior citizens and common people.

Supervised by District Nodal

Officer SVEEP, Abdul Majeed
Dar, impressive SVEEP events
engaged a large number of
youth, first time voters and cit-
izens. The initiative aimed to
enhance understanding of vot-
ing-related processes and pro-
mote electoral literacy, particu-
larly among first-time voters,
preparing them for the upcom-
ing legislative assembly
Elections 2024.

Local artists and speakers
emphasized the initiative's com-
mitment to inspiring young vot-
ers and strengthening the dem-
ocratic setup to empower citi-
zens. They urged people, espe-
cially youth, to propagate the

message of electoral participa-
tion to their families, relatives,
and communities, emphasizing
the significance of their role in
nation-building through elec-
tions. They reiterated that a
well-informed electorate is fun-
damental to ensuring a vibrant
and representative democracy.

Earlier, a mega SVEEP
Rally of first time voters,
youth and citizens was held
from the country's first
Polling Station, Seemari -01
(at Zero Line) which attract-
ed the attention of people liv-
ing on the other side of the
LoC (POK). The rally went
through the banks of river

Kishanganga and culminated
at Teetwal Stadium with a
voter pledge.

Nodal officer SVEEP of 1-
Karnah constituency, Shah
Mohammad Chowdary, HOIs
of cluster Teetwal, BLOs,
Teachers, Asha workers,
RDD employees, students
and senior citizens participat-
ed in this program.

Meanwhile another voter
awareness event was organ-
ized at Tangdar which also
witnessed massive participa-
tion of first time voters, sen-
ior citizens and field func-
tionaries of different depart-
ments.

Series of Voter Awareness activities under
SVEEP organized at Teetwal, Tangdar
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BARAMULLA: Postal vot-
ing for eligible voters in
essential services and those
on election duty commenced
on Wednesday across all the
seven assembly constituen-
cies of Baramulla district,
ensuring that every eligible
voter, regardless of their pro-
fessional commitments, has
the opportunity to exercise
their democratic right.

The measure, allowing
postal voting for these voters,
is aimed at guaranteeing the
opportunity for every eligible
voter to participate in the
electoral process even if they

cannot physically visit polling
stations on Election Day.

To facilitate this, the
District Administration has
established Postal Voting
Centers (PVCs) for Absentee
Voters Essential Services
(AVES) and Voter
Facilitation Centers (VFCs)
for voters on election duty.
These centres have been
strategically established in
all seven assembly con-
stituencies of Baramulla,
ensuring accessibility for
those who are eligible.

For the smooth conduct of
postal voting, Baramulla's
district administration has

implemented stringent
measures to ensure trans-
parency and efficiency at
every step, with District
Election Officer Baramulla
and Returning Officers over-
seeing the proceedings at
ground level.

The commencement of
postal voting was met with
tremendous enthusiasm from
the voters in the district, wit-
nessing an eager participa-
tion of employees from essen-
tial services and election duty
voters thronging the PVCs
and VFCs to cast their votes.

The voters expressed their
gratitude for this facilitative

step, especially those
employed in essential servic-
es and election duties, who
are now able to exercise their
democratic rights in spite of
their professional commit-
ments on the day of the elec-
tion.

On the occasion, the
District Election Officer
(DEO) Baramulla expressed
satisfaction regarding the
turnout, stating that seam-
less arrangements have been
made to empower every eli-
gible voter, regardless of
their duty commitments, to
exercise their right to fran-
chise.

Enthusiastic participation marks 
commencement of Postal Voting in Baramulla
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BANDIPORA: In view of
Assembly Elections 2024,
General Observer for
Bandipora and Sonawari
Assembly Constituencies
(ACs) Nelson Eyon Bage
and General Observer for
Gurez AC, Ramniwas
Yadav on Wednesday con-
ducted a site visit to the
designated counting center

at Degree College
Bandipora.

During the visit, District
Election Officer (DEO),
Manzoor Ahmad Qadri pro-
vided a comprehensive
briefing on the arrange-
ments and logistical steps
taken to ensure a seamless
counting process.

He said robust measures
have been implemented to

facilitate a smooth count-
ing process, including
extensive training for staff
and logistical arrange-
ments to ensure trans-
parency and efficiency at
every stage.

The Observers empha-
sized the importance of
preparedness to uphold the
integrity and transparency
of the electoral process.

They stressed adherence
to all ECI protocols to
maintain public confidence
in the electoral system
besides ensuring a fair and
transparent counting
process.

Among others, SSP
Bandipora, ADC/Nodal
Officer MCC, Dy.DEO and
other concerned were pres-
ent on the occasion.

General Observers review Counting Centre 
preparations in Bandipora for Assembly Elections

Home Voting continues
on day-2 in Baramulla
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BARAMULLA: On the sec-
ond day of the Home Voting
process  in District  Baramulla,
polling teams continued to tra-
verse through all the seven
assembly constituencies, navi-
gating remote and challenging
terrains to ensure that eligible
voters, even in the district's
most far-off areas, were able to
cast their votes.

Aimed at empowering elderly
voters aged 85 and above, as
well as individuals with a mini-
mum 40% benchmark disabili-
ty, this facility aligns with the
guidelines set by the Election
Commission of India (ECI).
The process is set to continue
until September 26, 2024.

A total of 661 home voters
have been identified in the dis-
trict, comprising 287 elderly
voters aged 85 and above, clas-
sified as AVSC (Absentee
Voters in the Senior Citizens
category), and 374 voters with
disabilities, categorized as
AVPD (Absentee Voters with
Disabilities).

To facilitate seamless home
voting in Baramulla district,
49 dedicated teams, compris-
ing polling staff, micro-
observers, and videographers,
have been stationed across all
seven assembly constituencies
in the district. Out of the 49
polling teams deployed in the
district, 24 have been assigned
to the challenging terrains of
the 09-Uri and 11-Gulmarg
Assembly Constituencies.
These teams have been navi-
gating the most remote and dif-
ficult areas to ensure that all
registered voters have the
opportunity to exercise their
right to vote. Elderly and PwD
voters who exercised their fran-
chise through the home voting
facility expressed their grati-
tude towards ECI and DEO
for providing them the oppor-
tunity to exercise their demo-
cratic right from the comfort of
their homes.

General Observer
visits MCMC, ICR;

reviews functioning
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KUPWARA: Tshewang
Gyachho Bhutia, General
Observer 4-Lolab AC, on
Wednesday visited Media
Certification & Monitoring
Centre (MCMC) Kupwara,
and Integrated District
Election Control Room set up
at District Information Office
and reviewed the functioning of
these two pivotal offices for
ensuring free, fair and trans-
parent elections in the District.

On the occasion, the General
Observer inspected the docu-
mentation of MCMC, MCC
violations and complaints in
the mainstream media and
Social media. He also took first
hand appraisal of the action
taken report of the violations.

He was informed that the
dedicated team of MCMC dur-
ing their scanning of various
platforms of media identified
various cases of violations since
the announcement of elections
to the J&K Legislative
Assembly which were
processed for redressal.
Besides, General Observer was
briefed regarding the other
functions performed by the
MCMC including Pre-
Certification of Advertisements,
and preparation of daily and
weekly reports on Paid News
and Political Advertisements in
Media.

While interacting with the
staff, General Observer
expressed satisfaction with the
overall functioning of the centre
and directed to remain more
vigilant in view of the approach-
ing poll day and report any con-
tent immediately that has the
potential of creating law and
order issues during the election.


