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IIM Jammu completes three-day CBP under
YUVA Initiative with Valedlctory ceremony

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Indian
Institute of Management
(ITM)) Jammu concluded the
first ~ 3-Day  Capacity
Building Program under the
Project  YUVA  (Yuva
Udyami Vikas Abhiyan)
aimed at fostering entrepre-
neurship and  creating
employment opportunities in
Jammu and Kashmir.

This program, held from
27th to 29th September
2024, for the Government
officials of J&K was a criti-
cal part of the government's
initiative to empower youth,
women, and vulnerable
groups by promoting a
dynamic  entrepreneurial
ecosystem across the region.

The valedictory ceremony
held on Sunday at Prahalad
Classroom marked the end
of a successful and impactful
three days of learning,
knowledge-sharing, and
skill-building for government
officials and stakeholders.

Kumar Rajeev Ranjan,

Secretary, Labour &
Employment Department,
emphasized the govern-

ment's commitment to build-
ing a self-sustaining entre-

preneurial ecosystem
through  Project YUVA
(Yuva ~ Udyami  Vikas
Abhiyan).

He highlighted that the ini-
tiative is focused on long-
term growth and should

Director IIM Jammu, Prof B. S Sahay and others posing for a photograph

operate independently of
government subsidies, call-
ing for a mindset shift
towards innovation and self-
reliance.

Ranjan encouraged partici-
pants to embrace creativity
and focus on building sus-
tainable businesses capable
of thriving on their own.

‘While the government is
committed to providing nec-
essary support, he pointed
out that Project YUVA's sue-
cess hinges on effective
grassroots implementation.

He urged participants-key
stakeholders in the process-
to actively contribute to
developing operational
guidelines that are crucial
for smooth and efficient exe-
cution across Jammu and
Kashmir.

He encouraged collabora-
tion to create a practical
framework that benefits
entrepreneurs from small
startups to larger enterpris-
es, emphasizing that it
should include clear process-
es, defined roles, and

accountability mechanisms
to ensure successful out-
comes. Reiterating that
Project YUVA is focused on
fostering a sustainable and
forward-thinking entrepre-
neurial culture, he stressed
the importance of businesses
flourishing without depend-
ence on government aid.

He concluded by urging all
participants to embrace this
vision and collaborate to
ensure the initiative's suc-
cessful implementation,
positioning Jammu and
Kashmir as a hub of entre-
preneurship and innovation.

Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director,
IIM Jammu, emphasized the
unprecedented convergence
of government, academia,
and funding agencies over
the past decade to foster
entrepreneurship in Jammu
and Kashmir.

He noted that this collabo-
ration-uniting colleges, uni-
versities, government offi-
cials, and financial institu-
tions-is a first for the Union
Territory and can serve as a

24x7 Emergency Blood Donors organize Blood Donation
Camp In memory of Amar Shaheed Tika Lal Taploo

e

A volunteer donating blood at a camp.
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JAMMU: The 24x7 Emergency Blood
Donors organized a blood donation camp
at Government Hospital Gandhi Nagar,
Jammu, in collaboration with the Tika Lal
Taploo Foundation. This initiative was
held to honor the memory of Amar
Shaheed Tika Lal Taploo, attracting over
ten young volunteers who generously
donated blood. In a statement from the
organizers-Ashwani Bhat, Shobin Bhat,
and Naveen Bhat-it was noted that the
foundation has been actively involved in
including blood
donation camps, for the benefit of poor
and needy individuals, regardless of caste,
Ashwani Bhat, a promi-
nent social activist, emphasized the orga-
nization's commitment to saving lives
through blood donation. He expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the volunteers,
Suraj Raina,
Sahil Bhat, Naveen Bhat, Ahmed Bhat,

various social activities,

creed, or color.

including Anmol Tickoo,

Ashish Bhat, Ramandeep Singh, and

Rohit Koul, as well as the hospital admin-
istration for their invaluable support in
organizing the camp.

Ashutosh Taploo, founder of the Tika ILial
Taploo Foundation, conveyed his appreciation
and gratitude through an E-meet during the
blood donation camp, highlighting the impor-
tance of such itiatives in the community.

Key attendees
Zargar, Medical Superintendent of Gandhi
Nagar Hospital, Dr. Utra Sambyal, In-
Charge of the Blood Bank, and other
members of the hospital administration,
such as Sandeep Singh, Gurdeep Singh,
and Anita Kumari.
scored the collaborative effort to promote
blood donation and support those in need.

The organizers expressed their com-
mitment to continue working diligently
to assist the underprivileged in the
future, reinforcing the spirit of commu-
nity service that drives their initiatives.

included Dr. Hamid

Their presence under-

Kashmir celebrating festival of democracy,
resurgence of democratlc asp1rat10n° Dr Jitendra
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JAMMU: Union Minister Dr.
Jitendra Singh on Sunday
expressed optimism about the
ongoing assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir; referring
to the event as a "festival of
democracy." In an interview
with CNN News18, he high-
lighted the revitalization of
democratic aspirations in the
region, which had been dor-
mant for years. According to
Dr: Singh, the current political
landscape reflects the "main-
streaming of democracy," a
transformation credited to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership.Dr. Singh
noted the impressive voter
turnout and candidate partici-
pation, marking a significant
shift from past elections, where
nominations were often uncon-
tested. He emphasized that for
the first time, elections in
Jammu and Kashmir are mir-
roring those across India, with
active engagement from the
electorate. This newfound
enthusiasm, he believes, is a
result of the equitable develop-
ment experienced under Modi's
governance, particularly in
Jammu.Reflecting on the his-
torical context, Dr. Singh con-
trasted today's environment
with the previous era of limited
political participation, where
election processes were marred
by fear and manipulation. He
stated that, over the past

both Jammu and
Kashmir have experienced sub-

decade,

stantial progress, replacing
past agitations with a focus on
peace and
development.Highlighting
achievements in his own con-
stituency, Dr: Singh mentioned
significant advancements in
healthcare and infrastructure,
including the establishment of
multiple centrally funded med-
ical colleges and the develop-
ment of airports. He asserted
that these developments were
long overdue and attributed
them to the government's
proactive approach.On water
rights, Dr. Singh commended
Modi for advancing stalled
projects under the Indus Water
Treaty, ensuring India’s right-
ful share of water resources. He
also reaffirmed the BJP's com-
mitment to revoking Article
370, framing it as a long-held
conviction dating back to the
Jan Sangh manifesto. Dr
Singh criticized previous politi-
cal leaders in Kashmir for

exploiting Article 370 for per-
sonal gain, maintaining that
this exploitation contributed to
the region's underdevelop-
ment.He expressed particular
concern for West Pakistan
refugees, who had been denied
citizenship and basie rights for
decades. Dr: Singh argued that
these individuals, who have
long been nationalists, were
overlooked by the Congress and
National Conference due to
their lack of electoral appeal.
He assured that under Modi's
leadership, their rights are now
being acknowledged Regarding
the potential restoration of
statehood for Jammu and
Kashmir, Dr. Singh echoed
Modi's sentiments, asserting
that this step is already being
planned. He urged that the
opposition’s claims to the issue
are premature, as the govern-
ment is committed to this tran-
sition.In  conclusion, Dr.
Jitendra Singh emphasized
Jammu and Kashmir's pivotal
role in India's economic future,
noting the region's rich
resources and potential contri-
butions to the national econo-
my. He painted a picture of a
united, developed Jammu and
Kashmir, filled with optimism
as the final phase of elections
approaches. With a focus on
continued growth and restora-
tion of rights, the BJP's vision
could signal a defining moment
i the region's political history.

model for the entire country.

Prof. Sahay highlighted
the example of Small
Business Development Units
(SBDUs) and ecredited Dr.
Milind P Kamble,
Chairman, Board of
Governors, IIM Jammu, for
conceptualizing this unique
initiative, which has led to
the establishment of 22
SBDUs across Jammu,
Kashmir, and Ladakh.He
also recognized the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Fellowship (MGNF') initia-
tive, which provides young
professionals an opportunity
to contribute to skill develop-
ment and economic growth.

Commending the J&K gov-
ernment, he lauded Atal
Dulloo, Chief Secretary, and
Kumar Rajeev Ranjan for
spearheading transformative
initiatives like YUVA.

He stressed the need for
efficient documentation and
real-time Standard
Operating Procedures
(SOPs) via a portal to
streamline processes and

ensure smooth execution.

He reiterated the impor-
tance of nurturing an entre-
preneurial  mindset  in
Jammu and  Kashmir,
emphasizing that cross-sec-
tor collaboration is crucial
for making the region a
national role model.

He urged the formation of
a committee to establish
timelines and develop an
action plan to ensure the
success of these initiatives,
encouraging participants to
apply their learning to
strengthen the entrepre-
neurial ecosystem in the
Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Prof. Jabir Ali, Dean
Academics, IIM Jammu,
summarized the program
and outlined the way for-
ward, highlighting the key
takeaways.

The program covered key
topies including the 4Cs-
Culture, Capital, Capacity,
and Connectivity-which form
the foundation of the YUVA
initiative.

Present on the occasion
were Dr. Mugbil Burhan,

Chairperson, Centre for
Entrepreneurship,
Innovation & Skill

Development, IIM Jammu
Srinagar Campus, and Dr.
Mahesh Gadekar,
Chairperson, Small Business
Development Units, IIM
Jammu.
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World Heart Day
Ombkar Heart Care Centre Udhampur
orgamzes Walkathon Rally

Heart Health
Starts with You!

Cardzologtst Dr Aml Kumar Sharma wzth other partzczpants of walkathon
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UDHAMPUR: To commem-
orate World Heart Day, a
‘Walkathon Rally organised
by Omkar Heart Care
Centre Udhampur under
the guidance of a renowned
Cardiologist  Dr.  Anil
Kumar Sharma, MD medi-
cine DM Cardiology Gold
Medalist/

The rally began at
Udhampur Subash
Stadium and culminated at
Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Park.

Dr. Sharma, addressing
the participants, highlight-
ed the increasing preva-
lence of heart disease, even
among younger popula-

tions, due to sedentary
lifestyles and wunhealthy
dietary habits.

He  emphasized  the
importance of starting
healthy habits early in life,
such as regular physical
activity, eating a balanced
diet, and avoiding tobacco.

"Heart health should be a
priority for everyone, espe-
cially the youth. By adopt-
ing healthy habits today, we
can reduce the risk of heart
diseases tomorrow," he
said.

The students marched
with banners and placards
carrying heart health mes-
sages like "Stay Active,
Stay Healthy," and "Eat
Right for a Healthy Heart."

The walkathon aimed not
only to raise awareness
among students but also to
inspire the broader commu-
nity to prioritize cardiovas-

GDC Bishnah celebrates NSS Day w1th SVEEP
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BISHNAH: NSS Unit of
GDC Bishnah, in collaboration
with SVEEP Jammu, organ-
ized a Voters' Awareness
Programme  and  NSS
Foundation Day. Dr. Shallu
Samyal, Principal of the
College, patronized this presti-
gious event. The programme
began with a Mashaal rally that
was flagged off by Dr. Shallu
Samyal from the main gate of
the college. Students marched
through Bishnah town, raising
slogans about casting votes on
October 1, 2024. Upon return-
ing to the Main Hall
Horticulture Office, the cultur-
al programme commenced with
lamp lighting, Saraswati
Vandana, and floral welcome
addresses to all dignitaries. The
students performed captivating
Dogri, Punjabi dances, pre-
sented skit and sang the theme
song on Voters awareness while
renowned Punjabi singer

Prmczpal GDC Bishnah, Dr. Shallu Samyal posing with students and faculty members

Sangram Hanjra enthralled
the audience with his melliflu-
ous voice. The event concluded
with a prize distribution cere-
mony at the college's browsing
center: Dr. Shallu Samyal felic-
itated students with medals
and gifts for their outstanding

work in 2023-24. In her
address, Dr. Shallu Samyal
applauded students for their
community service and institu-
tional contributions. A vote of
thanks was extended to all
attendees.NSS foundation day
was coordinated by Geeta

BJP sure to form Govt: YV
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JAMMU: Expressing great
relief at the Election campaign
and the massive turnout of vot-
ers during the first two rounds
of electioneering in Jammu &
Kashmir, Y.V Sharma
Spokesperson BJP  compli-
mented the PM, Home
Minister;, Defence Minister,
President BJP and the other
Union Ministers and the JK
leadership who very emphati-
cally replied the canards,
rumors and the misinformation
being spread by the opposition
to hide their own mistakes, inef-
ficiency, and misrule during the
long tenure of their Governance

in the erstwhile J&K State.
Sharma referred to the posi-
tive response of the voters
expressed on camera about the
peace, calm, tranquility and the
accelerated pace of develop-
ment brought about by the
Modi Govt. post the abrogation

of Article 370 and exuded con-
fidence that BJP is going to
form the next Govt in JK UT
on the declaration of results on
October 8. He emphasized that
this trend was visibly clear from
the panic in the hearts of all the
leaders including the Cong,
PDP, and NC, and the fringe
parties grew up like mush-
rooms before and after the
announcement of the Elections
in JK UT None of them,
Sharma continued could pres-
ent a positive and viable vision
and narrative of the J&K UT
after the election.

Sharma expected and opined
that the voters would be vigilant

Lakhotra, Dr. Kusum, Prof.
Shivani and the rest of NSS
Committee members. The
event graced by the principals
of Higher Secondary Schools,
Nodal officer; Bishnah, BDO,
Block Level officers and
Anganwadi workers.

Sharma

and careful to defeat the mali-
cious propaganda of the
Leaders of the opposition and
the enemies of the country who
will try to distract their atten-
tion with their false propagan-
da and would keep in mind the
great development done by the
Modi Govt in almost all sectors
of social, economic, political,
cultural, infrastructural and
futuristic life of the people and
would make sure to come in
large numbers to vote in the last
phase of the election on Oct 1 so
that the wheels of progress and
development continue to. move
with fast speed without any
obstacle.

Sham Sharma pledges to safeguard Dogra honor, its rich legacy

Calls for electln
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JAMMU: Reiterating his
resolve to develop Jammu
North constituency on modern
lines, senior BJP leader and
party candidate, Sham Lal
Sharma on Sunday said he will
serve the people of this con-
stituency as a vigilant watch-
man (Chowkidar) on 24x7
basis. He said, Jammu North
constituency has special signif-
icance as its some areas fall in
urban belt, some in semi-urban
and rural areas. All areas have
their own needs and issues,
which will be taken care of with
the close coordination of con-
cerned people, he asserted.
Addressing public gatherings
in different wards of Jammu
North constituency, Sham said
that it is the endeavour of BJP
to ensure peace, security, holis-
tic development and to restore
the honor of Dogra culture and
its rich heritage that was
undermined by the Kashmir
centric polity for over seven
decades. He assured that
Dogra pride and its legacy will
be protected at all costs and its
pristine glory will be restored

]P Govt to secure future of commg generatlons

" BJP candidate from Jammu North Sham Lal / Sharma speakmg at a public meetmg

completely. Listing some areas
of priority in Jammu North
constituency, Sham said that
immediately after the results of
elections, he will formulate a
comprehensible roadmap with
the coordination of all stake-
holders and fix the priority
accordingly. The areas which
he has already identified and
will receive focused attention
included, up-gradation of road
connectivity (mains and links)
with overcoming the problem
of frequent traffic jams, unin-
terrupted power and water
supply, developing sports infra-
structure to engage the youth
in various sports activities, up-
gradation of health facilities
and overall face-lifting of public
parks and colonies, he noted.

Describing the on-going elec-
tions different and special from
all previous ones, Sham said
that people have got the oppor-
tunity of electing the represen-
tatives and government of their
choice after a long gap of 10
years, that too under the
Indian constitution and Indian
flag after abolition of Article-
370 in Jammu Kashmir.
Previously all elections were
being held under two constitu-
tions and two flags, one from
State and other from country.
The current elections are also
being fought between the
nationalistic and anti-India
and pro-Pak forces and people
have to decide the fate of
Jammu Kashmir. He urged
the people to use their utmost

wisdom while exercising their
right of franchise and elect the
leaders of credibility who can
protect their futures and
ensure peace, stability and
prosperity, he asserted.

‘While seeking support for his
candidature, Sham appealed to
the people to vote for him to
ensure his victory. He said it's
only BJP that can bring last-
ing peace and prosperity in
Jammu Kashmir with the
power of a double engine, and
people must not lose this gold-
en opportunity. Electing BJP
means electing Dogra Hindu
Chief Minister, securing the
bright future of the coming
generations and protecting the
honor and glory of Dogras, he
added.

cular health. Teachers and
healthecare professionals
who accompanied the stu-
dents also provided valu-
able insights into the
importance of heart care
and preventive measures.

At Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Park, the event concluded
with a interactive session
where Dr. Sharma
answered students' ques-
tions about heart health.

The event was also
attended by prominents of
Udhampur  town Dr.
Vikram Gulati, Dr Vishav
Raksha, Vivek Gupta MD
DPS  Udhampur, Dr
Rajinder Nagar and many
others who also grace the
occasion and also motivat-
ed the citizens to keep their
heart healthy for happier
and healthy life.

The rally was a great
success in  creating a
sense of responsibility
toward maintaining a
healthy heart, especially
among the younger gen-
eration.

Vijay Tagotra
appointed
JKPCC's Working
President Samba
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Jammu &

JAMMU:

Kashmir
Pradesh
Congress
Committee
appomted

Tagotra as |
Working
District
President Samba.

"In the interest of smooth
functioning of  District
Congress Committee
(Samba) during the ongoing
assembly elections, J&K
Pradesh Congress
Committee President Tariq
Hameed Karra has appoint-
ed Vijay Tagotra as Working
District President Samba,
with immediate effect,"
reads the communiqué.

Around 400 players to
take part in 5-day
National Tennikoit C'ship
in Jammu from today
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JAMMU: Nearly 400 play-
ers to compete during the
five-day National
Tennikoit Championship
scheduled to begin here at
Green  Field, Gandhi
Nagar from tomorrow.

President, Tennikoit
Federation of India (TFI),
who is also president,
Jammu and Kashmir
Tennikoit Association
(JKTA), Rajeev Sharma
said that the five days
national championship is
going to begin here tomor-
row.

"Around 400 players and
more than 70 officials
from over 20 states and
union territories will be
taking part in the champi-
onship," said Sharma.

The opening ceremony
will be held tomorrow
(Sept  30) morning at
11:15 am wherein
Director, Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB), Shakti
Pathak will be the chief
guest and Mohammad
Hanief, Chief  Sports
Officer, J&K  Sports
Council will be the special
guest.

The championship will
conclude on October 4,
said Sharma adding, "all
required arrangements are
in place and it is an oppor-
tunity for our youngsters
to get more exposed to the
game and showecase their
talent by competing at the
national platform."



