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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The National Awami
United Party (NAUP) on Thursday
announced its candidates for the
upcoming Assembly elections in key
constituencies across the Jammu
region.  Party President Sandeep
Manhas declared the candidates

namely Shikha Bandral for Jammu
West, Mohit Dalhotra for Jammu
North  and Pinki Devi for Samba
Constituency.  

In his statement, Manhas empha-
sized the party's commitment to the
underprivileged and marginalized
sections of society, saying, "The

NAUP is the party of the poor and
oppressed. Our main ideology is to
empower the underrepresented, giv-
ing them a platform to step into poli-
tics and claim the rights that have
long been denied to them by other
parties." He further expressed confi-
dence in the candidates, stating that

they exemplify the party's vision of
grassroots leadership. 

Each candidate has been selected
for their dedication to serving the
people and their alignment with the
party's mission to bring real change
by focusing on the needs of the com-
mon people.

"The political landscape has for too
long been dominated by those who
overlook the issues of the poor. The
NAUP stands to change that by
ensuring that political power is in the
hands of the people who truly under-
stand and represent the needs of the
community," Manhas added. 

The NAUP is calling for a new era
in politics where the focus is on inclu-
sivity, opportunity, and fairness for
all, regardless of socio-economic
background.

NAUP announces candidates for Jammu Constituencies

Party President Sandeep Manhas with nominated candidates at a meeting.  

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Dr  Vishal Sharma,
son of Kanta Devi and Late
Shruti Paul Sharma, hailing
from Basohli, District
Kathua, and currently serv-
ing as Head of the

Department of Electronics &
IT, Govt. College for Women
(GCW) Udhampur has been
conferred with the "Best
Teacher Award" by Prof.
Bechan Lal, Vice Chancellor,
Cluster University of

Jammu. 
The award was presented at

a special event organized by
the Rotary Club Jammu Tawi
in collaboration with Govt.
SPMR College of Commerce,
in celebration of National
Teacher Day- 2024 on
Thursday. Dr. Sharma has
been recognized for his excep-
tional contributions to educa-
tion, particularly in the fields
of Science & Technology, both
nationally and international-
ly.  His efforts in fostering a
scientific mindset, promoting
a startup culture, and
encouraging innovation and
creativity among the youth of

Jammu & Kashmir have been
particularly noteworthy.  He
regularly shares his expertise
by writing numerous articles
in newspapers and maga-
zines, appearing on All India
Radio and Doordarshan, and
by organizing various scien-
tific events that motivate stu-
dents to launch their own
startups. His initiatives are
aimed at nurturing an envi-
ronment of innovation and
entrepreneurship in the
Union Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir. His exceptional
achievements include being
one of the few individuals who
have been honored with both

the Commonwealth
Fellowship from the UK and
the Fulbright Climate
Fellowship from the USA. 

He has also served as
Global Goals Ambassador for
the United Nations
Association of the USA. In
recognition of his mentoring
efforts, particularly at the
international level, Dr.
Sharma has received appreci-
ation from the
Commonwealth Commission,
UK, and other organizations.
He is also actively collaborat-
ing with UNESCO and other
global institutions to develop
open online courses.

GCW Udhampur faculty receives "Best Teacher Award"

VC CLUJ, Bechan Lal presenting award 
to Dr  Vishal Sharma. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Department of
Marketing and Supply Chain
Management at Central
University of Jammu (CUJ)
hosted its Student Induction
Program (SIP) for the newly
admitted MBA (Marketing
Management) students of the
2024-26 academic session. 

The ceremony commenced
with traditional lamp lighting
and Saraswati Vandana, with
Prof. Sanjeev Jain, Vice
Chancellor of CUJ, as the Chief
Guest. The event also featured
Gaurav Gupta, former
Secretary General of CCI-
Jammu Chapter, and Rupesh
Mansson, Regional Director of
UCMAS J&K, as Guests of
Honour. Prof. Jain welcomed
the students and encouraged
them to embrace change and
focus on becoming job creators
rather than job seekers. 

He highlighted the impor-
tance of adapting to new tech-
nologies and the entrepreneur-
ial spirit required to succeed,
stressing that while entrepre-
neurship is challenging, those
who dare to venture will suc-
ceed. 

He distributed kit bags to the
students as a symbol of their
new journey.

Prof. Ajai Pal Sharma, Head
of the Department, welcomed
both students and dignitaries,
explaining that the SIP aims to
help students adjust to the aca-
demic environment, familiarize
them with university regula-
tions, and introduce them to
available resources and support

services. 
Registrar Prof. Yashwant

Singh informed the students
about university administrative
functions and urged them to
register on the Samarth Portal,
which manages all university
activities. 

Prof. Jaya Bhasin, Dean of
the School of Business Studies,
emphasized adherence to uni-
versity regulations. Dr. Neelika
Arora, Associate Professor,
showcased faculty achieve-
ments and campus life through
a video, while Dr. Anju Thapa,
Assistant Professor, explained
the course structure and syl-
labus. Rupesh Mansson offered
insights into earning opportu-
nities in the digital world and
invited students for internships
at his companies. Gaurav
Gupta highlighted India's
growing economic stature and
motivated students to con-
tribute to the vision of a 'Viksit
Bharat' by 2047.

Prerena, Assistant Librarian,
detailed library resources, and
the Assistant TPO discussed
support services for student
placements. Dr. Naresh
Kumar, Assistant Proctor,
emphasized maintaining disci-
pline, and Dr. Shahid Mushtaq
proposed a vote of thanks.
Faculty members Dr. Ranjeet
Raman, Dr. Mahinder, Dr.
Amit Gangotia, and Dr. Arun
Yadav also attended to support
the students. Semester-III stu-
dents actively participated in
organizing and welcoming the
new batch, making the event a
success.

CUJ hosts induction program
for MBA students

VC CUJ, Prof. Sanjeev Jain and others at a programme. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Vansh Mahajan, inter-
national fencer and writer, has
been conferred with "Mahaguru
Award" by National Sports &
Physical Fitness Board on the
Teachers' Day.

Vansh Mahjan was also award-
ed Sher-e-Kashmir Sports
Award and Ranjit Singh Sports Award.

Vansh Mahajan has represented the Country in common
wealth fencing championship at Cape Town South Africa,
World Cup at Sochi Russia, World Championship at Verona
at Italy, World university Game at Napoli Italy and open
Navy International championship at Bangkok, International
championship at Singapore, International championship at
Hongkong Thailand International Championship at
Bangkok and also won a number of medals in school
National and National Championships and also wrote a book
titled"

"The Medal Standard" on fencing discipline. He is the first
International Players from Jammu & Kashmir who has
written a book on Fencing Game.

The Fencing Fraternity in Jammu & Kashmir celebrates
his reorganization as an ICON and Role model for young
athletes in the Jammu & Kashmir (U.T.).

The President of Vansh Sabre Sports Foundation Anil
Padha praised his achievement on being awarded Mahagura
award on Teachers' Day and gave her best wishes to achieve
his goals in fencing game in near future to mark his name on
the map of India.

Vansh Mahajan conferred with Mahaguru Award


