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STATE TIMES NEWS
RAJOURI: The second round
of election training session was
successfully conducted on
Thursday across all 5 Assembly
Constituencies (ACs) of
District Rajouri, focusing on
preparations for the upcoming
Assembly Elections.

The training programs,
organized at Government
Degree College (GDC)
Kalakote for AC 83 Kalakote-
Sunderbani, GDC Nowshera
for AC 84, GDC Rajouri for AC
85, Dak Bunglow Koteranka
for AC 86 Budhal, and GDC
Thanamandi for AC 87, were
facilitated by dedicated teams
of District Level Master
Trainers (DLMTs) and
Assembly Level Master
Trainers (ALMTs). The ses-
sions, coordinated by Dr.
Naseem Ahmed, Associate
Professor and Nodal Officer for
Election Training, aimed to
equip employees from various
departments with the essential
knowledge and operational

skills necessary for effective
election management.

To ensure comprehensive cov-
erage, the training sessions
were held both in the morning
and evening, accommodating
the schedules of all partici-
pants. A significant portion of
the training focused on the

operation and management of
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) and Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trails (VVPATs).
Trainees were guided through
detailed PowerPoint presenta-
tions and hands-on practice
sessions, enabling them to gain
confidence in handling these

machines under various scenar-
ios.

The DLMTs and ALMTs also
provided briefings on the elec-
tion process and emphasized
the importance of adhering to
guidelines and protocols essen-
tial for maintaining the secrecy,
integrity, and transparency of

the election process. This focus
is vital in upholding public trust
in the democratic system.

DLMTs included Shamim
Ahmed, Altaf Javaid (Senior
Lecturer), and Mohd Qasim
(Senior Lecturer).

The ALMTs, including Anit
Khajuria, Kapil Dev Sharma,
Devinder Kumar Khajuria,
Prabinder Kumar Sharma,
Rajesh Khokhar, Harmeet
Singh, Rohit Kumar, Abdul
Shakoor, Abdul Razia Malik,
Sushil Sharma, Zafar Iqbal
Rather, and Yassir Bashir,
ensured that the employees
received comprehensive and
practical instruction through-
out the sessions.

A total of 3,751 employees
attended the training sessions
across the district in all five
Assembly Constituencies.

These training sessions mark
a significant step in ensuring
that all election officials are
well-prepared to conduct the
upcoming Assembly Elections
smoothly and effectively.

2nd Phase election training held across 5 Assembly
Constituencies of District Rajouri

Associate Professor Dr. Naseem Ahmed explaining about Election Training to employees.

STATE TIMES NEWS
POONCH: The General
Election Observer for the 88-
Surankote and 89-Haveli
Assembly constituencies,
Solai Bharathi Dasan, along
with District Election Officer
(DEO) Vikas Kundal on
Thursday conducted an
extensive inspection of the
Strong Rooms and Election
cells in both Surankote and
Haveli Assembly
Constituencies to assess pre-
paredness for the upcoming
Assembly elections.

During the visit, DEO
Vikas Kundal, provided a
comprehensive briefing to the
observer, covering all essen-
tial aspects for successful
elections. The observer
stressed the importance of a
well-structured election man-
agement plan, including
delivering Assured Minimum
Facilities at all polling sta-
tions as mandated by the
Election Commission of
India (ECI). The need for
effective voter facilitation
through booth-level counters
was also underscored.

They inspected Key facili-
ties, including road access,
water, ramps, power supply,
and security arrangements.
Special focus was given to
equipping critical polling sta-

tions to handle the voting
process smoothly. The
observer also visited the 24x7
Integrated Election Control
Room at the District
Election Office, the Media
Certification and Monitoring
Committee (MCMC) and the
Media Cell, which operates
round the clock to manage
various aspects of the elec-
toral process and provide rel-
evant information to the elec-
torate.

Earlier, a meeting was held
with the Returning Officers
(RO) for Surankote and
Haveli (Poonch) Assembly
constituencies, and other
Election Officers, where the
observer emphasized strict
adherence to ECI guidelines
and the importance of follow-
ing election protocols meticu-
lously.

DEO Poonch, Vikas
Kundal, revealed that the
District Election Authority
has completed all preparato-
ry works to ensure a smooth
election process. He
announced the establishment
of several special Pink and
Green polling stations and
confirmed that the required
personnel, including presid-
ing officers and Micro
Observers have been appoint-
ed for 151 polling stations in

the Surankote constituency
and 190 in Haveli.

A total of 113,572 voters,
comprising 58,510 male and

55,062 female voters, have
been registered in the
Surankote Assembly con-
stituency, while 129,122 vot-

ers which include 65,943
male and 63,179 female have
been registered in the Haveli
Assembly Constituency.

Assembly Elections- 2024

General Election Observer inspects Strong Room, Polling Stations in Surankote Assembly Constituency

General Election Observer Surankote and -Haveli Assembly
constituencies, Solai Bharathi Dasan visiting strong room. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
POONCH: On the occasion of
Teachers' Day, educators in
Poonch district on Thursday
celebrated the birth anniver-
sary of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan with a unique
voter awareness Rally.

The initiative, aimed at
encouraging voter participation
in the upcoming Assembly elec-
tions, was a befitting tribute to
the former President, philoso-
pher, and educator, who was
born on this day in 1888.

The rally organised under
SVEEP was formally flagged
off by District Election Officer
(DEO) Vikas Kundal in pres-
ence of Chief Education Officer
Lal Hussain, from Girls
Higher Secondary School
Poonch. Hundreds of teachers
participated, carrying banners
emblazoned with slogans that
emphasized the vital role of vot-
ing in strengthening democra-
cy. The march, which passed
through the main roads and
streets of Poonch, concluded at
the District Institute of
Education and Trainings
(DIET) Poonch.

Speaking at the event, DEO
Vikas Kundal said, "Teachers
are one of the most important
components of our society, and
on this day, when we honour
teachers across the nation, it is
inspiring to see them stepping
out for democracy. Today,

teachers have led the way, and
now it is the responsibility of all
sections of society to follow.
Everyone should come out and
vote in the upcoming Assembly
elections to strengthen our
democratic fabric."

Dr Radhakrishnan,
renowned for his belief in edu-
cation as the foundation of a
strong democracy, is honoured
annually on September 5. This
year, teachers across the
Poonch district extended their
role beyond the classroom,
using the occasion to mobilize
citizens and underscore the
importance of casting their
vote. The rally underscored the
broader role of educators in
shaping not only the minds of
future generations but also in
nurturing an informed and
active electorate. Teachers,
often seen as the pillars of soci-
ety, took up the mantle of civic
duty, reminding the public that
voting is both a right and a
responsibility. Their efforts
highlighted the idea that a
vibrant democracy requires the
active participation of every cit-
izen, a principle advocated by
Dr. Radhakrishnan throughout
his life. 

The rally was attended by
Deputy District Election
Officer Poonch, Saleem
Ahmed, ZEPO Poonch Vijay
Kumar, and Officials from
District election authorities.

DEO Flags off Voter Awareness
Rally on Teachers Day

Pays Tribute to Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan


