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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Green
Campus Task Force
(GCTF-JU), in collabora-
tion with the Department of
Environmental Sciences,
University of Jammu (JU),
organized a one-day
"Parisar Safai Abhiyaan" to
mark the celebrations of
Sewa Parv under the
Swachhata Hi Sewa
Campaign 2025.

The campaign saw enthu-
siastic participation from
over 1500 students, schol-
ars, and faculty members,
including around 120
GCTF-JU volunteers from
various departments.

The event was inaugurat-
ed by Prof. Umesh Rai,
Vice-Chancellor, who
encouraged students to
adopt cleanliness as a con-
tinuous practice both on
campus and at home. He
emphasized that such ini-
tiatives promote responsi-
bility, collaboration, and a
lifelong commitment to a

cleaner environment. Prof.
Rai also actively took part
in the waste collection
efforts.

Prof. Deepika Slathia,
Head, Department of
Environmental Sciences
and Convener, GCTF-JU,
highlighted the campaign's
objective of promoting col-
lective participation in san-
itation and sustainable

waste management. She
stressed the value of hands-
on environmental engage-
ment in fostering eco-
friendly habits.

As part of the drive, stu-
dents and scholars, under
the supervision of their
teachers-in-charge, cleaned
their respective depart-
ments and adjoining areas,
collecting waste in desig-

nated bags. Over 210
garbage bags were collected
and later disposed of by the
Health and Sanitation
Wing of the University.

Volunteers also engaged
with canteen owners and
visitors to raise awareness
on waste segregation and
encouraged the installation
of dustbins and regular
cleaning practices.

A committee led by Prof.
Umesh Rai, along with sen-
ior university officials
including Prof. Prakash
Antahal, Prof. Pankaj
Srivastava, Prof. Piyush
Malaviya, Prof. Deepika
Slathia, and Dr. Bharat
Bhushan, visited various
departments to commend
the participants' efforts.

In his concluding
remarks, Prof. Prakash
Antahal, Dean Students
Welfare, congratulated all
contributors and recom-
mended making such clean-
liness drives a regular ini-
tiative at the university.

Student-led "Parisar Safai Abhiyaan"
marks 'Sewa Parv 2025' at JU

Vice-Chancellor JU, Prof. Umesh Rai with faculty 
cleaning campus. 
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AKHNOOR: In the wake of
devastating floods that have
disrupted lives across the
Akhnoor region, Desh Sewa
Samiti, a non-governmental
organization, has launched a
wide-reaching flood relief oper-
ation aimed at restoring digni-
ty, stability, and hope to the
affected communities. This ini-
tiative is part of the organiza-
tion's broader outreach across
flood-hit areas in Jammu &
Kashmir and other states.

The organization has adopt-
ed a multi-pronged relief
approach to ensure timely and
need-based assistance. One of
the key interventions is the
Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) of Rs 5,000 per family
directly into verified bank
accounts, enabling swift and
transparent financial relief.
This measure empowers fami-
lies to prioritize urgent needs
such as medical aid, shelter
repairs, or transportation-
without bureaucratic delays.

To address the immediate food
insecurity caused by supply
chain disruptions, ration kits
have been distributed to hun-
dreds of families. Each kit, suf-
ficient to sustain a five-member
family for up to two months,
includes rice, wheat flour, puls-
es, cooking oil, salt, and
hygiene essentials. Special care
has been taken to meet the
needs of infants, elderly mem-
bers, and persons with disabili-
ties. In areas where banking
services are inaccessible, emer-

gency cash relief ranging from
Rs 2,500 to Rs 10,000 has
been provided based on house-
hold vulnerability assessments
conducted in coordination with
local representatives. This on-
the-spot support has proven
critical in reaching the most
vulnerable quickly. The relief
operation has been conducted
in collaboration with local
youth volunteers and retired
defense personnel, including
Lal Chand Sharma of
Pallanwala, whose logistical
expertise and deep community
ties enhanced the operation's
reach and credibility. Vinkal
Sharma of Desh Sewa Samiti
stated, "In times of crisis, com-
passion must move faster than
the floodwaters. Our goal is not
just to provide aid but to
restore agency and dignity to
every family we reach." He
thanked the dedicated team
and volunteers who made the
initiative possible.

Other attendees included
Harsh Sharma, Vishal
Sharma, Sumit Sharma,
Nitish Rajput, and other com-
munity leaders. 

Desh Sewa Samiti launches flood relief initiative 

Desh Sewa Samiti members distributing relief material to flood-affected people. 
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JAMMU: Balvinder Singh,
prominent RTI and social
activist, has urged the
Secretary Transport, Jammu &
Kashmir Union Territory
(JKUT), and the Deputy
Commissioner Jammu to for-
mulate an immediate and com-
prehensive policy to regulate
the unbridled growth of e-rick-
shaws and e-autos in Jammu.

Raising serious concerns over
the unregulated operation and
unchecked sale of these vehi-
cles, Singh said the recent surge
in new e-autos-following the
already widespread presence of
e-rickshaws-has further wors-
ened the city's traffic situation.

He pointed out that most
roads in Jammu city, apart
from a few major ones, are nar-
row and ill-suited for handling
this rapid increase in low-speed

vehicles.  The result, he said, is
frequent traffic jams, increased
travel time, and growing incon-
venience for residents-especial-
ly in local markets and congest-
ed residential areas. Singh
warned that if immediate
action is not taken, the traffic
situation will become unman-
ageable. With winter approach-
ing, Singh highlighted the addi-
tional burden the city faces due
to the seasonal migration of
over two lakh people from the
Kashmir Valley and hilly dis-

tricts such as Poonch, Rajouri,
Doda, and Bhaderwah. 

This seasonal influx, lasting
five to six months, further
strains Jammu's already over-
loaded infrastructure, threaten-
ing to turn it into a permanent
"Jam City."

Singh has appealed to the
District Magistrate and the
JKUT administration to con-
vene a multi-stakeholder con-
sultation to draft an effective
policy. He emphasized the
urgent need to regulate the
number of e-rickshaws and e-
autos through permits, route
rationalization, and proper
traffic integration.

He concluded by calling for
sustainable and balanced
solutions that protect public
interest while ensuring
smooth traffic flow and
enhanced road safety.

Balvinder calls for immediate policy to regulate
unchecked growth of E-Rickshaws, E-Autos in Jammu
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JAMMU: On the occasion of
the birth anniversary of Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay, a trib-
ute program was organized in
Ward No 3. Former
Corporator Narottam
Sharma, along with prominent
party workers, offered floral
tributes to the late leader.

Addressing the gathering,
Sharma stated, "The vision of
Antyodaya (upliftment of the
last person) and cultural
nationalism given by Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyay is today
being realized under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi." He encour-
aged party workers to walk on
the path shown by Pt.

Upadhyay.
The program was attended

by Adarsh Jathyar (President,
Jammu East Mandal),
Mahant Keshav Shukla,
Booth Presidents Sanjay

Abrol, Saroj Gupta, Sanjay
Magi, senior leaders Kuldeep
Sharma, Rajesh Nischal, Raj
Kumar, Kailash Choudhary,
Lucky Mehra and other
karyakartas.

Tributes paid to Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay on Birth Anniversary

Ex-Corporator Narottam Sharma with party workers, 
offering floral tributes to Pt Deendayal Upadhyay.
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JAMMU: Environmental Club of KC College of
Education organized a Plantation-cum-
Beautification Drive in the college premises.

Convenor of the club Dr. Puja Sharma along
with the club members took initiative to connect
the faculty & students of the college with nature.
During the activity, first of all they prepared the
area for plants to be planted, faculty & students
later planted ornamental plants there with the

help of gardener. Both students & faculty partici-
pated in the drive with zeal & enthusiasm. Later
the area was beautified by making small fences
around the planted plants.

Speaking on the occasion, Principal of the col-
lege, Dr. Sanjay Tickoo highlighted the impor-
tance of such activities and appreciated the
efforts of the club for organizing such activities.
The whole programme was convened by Dr. Puja
Sharma, convenor of the club.

KC College of Education conducts
Plantation-cum-Beautification drive

KC College of Education faculty and students at a programme. 
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SRINAGAR: The Sewa Parv campaign is being
observed across J&K with full enthusiasm to
ensure deepen citizen engagement and ensure
last-mile delivery of digital services across the
Union Territory. Under the campaign,
Secretary, Information Technology
Department Dr.Piyush Singla flagged off Digi
Vans to aware people about digital services
available in UT. As part of the campaign,
CSCs have been conducting extensive aware-
ness drives, community workshops, and out-
reach programs at the grassroots level across
all districts of J&K.  From 17th to 24th
September, a total of 5,261 awareness pro-
grams were held across J&K, benefitting thou-
sands of citizens. During this period, activities
like 5,027 VLE Point/Touch Point programs,

20 Digi Van campaigns reaching remote areas,
157 ASK-BSK campaigns for citizen facilita-
tion, 10 District-Divisional campaigns and 47
District Stall campaigns were held The cam-
paign has seen active participation from
Village Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs), who are
playing a key role in raising awareness about
Cyber Hygiene, e-Governance services, finan-
cial inclusion services, and digital literacy. As
per IT department , Sewa Parv is not just a
campaign but a movement to ensure digital
empowerment at the doorstep of every citizen,
especially in rural and far-flung areas. The
momentum will continue till 2nd October
2025, with more programs planned across dis-
tricts to cover maximum beneficiaries under
the aegis of Information Technology
Department, J&K.

IT Department, CSC-SPV
observes Sewa Parv across J&K


